
Summer Reading Assignment for Honors English 9 and Honors World Studies  
 
This summer you are required to read The Book Thief by Markus Zusak.  This book is written for 
young adults and is quite accessible; however, it is quite long (over 500 pages), so it is absolutely 
crucial that you give yourself enough time to finish the book before the first day of school. I suggest 
that you begin your reading early in the summer. ☺  
 
Directions for summer reading: Due August 26 (First Day of School) 
 
1) You must read the entire book over the summer.  
 
2) I strongly recommend that you try to purchase a copy of the book.  You can easily obtain the book 
by ordering a copy through amazon.com or another online bookstore, or you can try looking at 
Grounds for Thought for used copies of the title. Reasons for buying the books include: 

● The edition will be the same when you use it in school during the first part of the year. 
● You can write and underline in the book. 
● You can put notes & questions on post it notes and leave them in the book on relevant 

pages. 
 
3) Handwritten idea/quote list of the book  

● Should be done in list form. 
● Divide the book into tenths; place a post-it note at each tenth to help remind you to stop 

and take notes. 
● Divide your paper into two columns. Label the first column: idea/quote and the second 

column: my reaction/thoughts.  
● As you complete each tenth of the book, stop and list 3 significant events or quotes, 

questions and ideas about the author’s points for that tenth of the book (put in the first 
column) and react or explain your thoughts on each quote in the second column (see 
example on next page).  

● Page numbers should be included in parentheses after each quote (see example). 
● Bring your completed idea/quote list and your book to the first day of class 

 
 
 
*Note* You must have your summer reading assignment finished by the first day of school.  If 
you have not completed the summer reading, you will not be permitted to remain in Honors 
English 9 or Honors World Studies.  
 
 
If you have any questions over the summer, you should contact Mrs. Newlove by email at: 
mnewlove@bgcs.k12.oh.us.  

 
 

Have a nice summer☺ 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:mnewlove@bgcs.k12.oh.us


 
 Idea/ Quote Reaction/Explanation  

Section 1 (example) 
1. “Here is a small fact. You are going to die” (3). 

 
2. “Liesel observed the strangeness of her foster 

father’s eyes. They were made of kindness and 
silver. Like soft silver, melting. Liesel, upon seeing 
those eyes, understood that Hans Hubermann 
was work a lot” (34).  
 

3. “Insane or not, Rudy was always destined to be 
Liesel’s best friend” (48).  
 

 
Section 2  

 
I think the narrator is death himself. How interesting!  
 
I think I’m going to like Hans. He must be a good person if he 
is willing to take Liesel into his home and take care of her.  
 
 
 
 
It sounds like Rudy will be a good friend to Liesel. I’m glad she 
has made a friend; I hope he helps her with her loss.  

 


